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SEACO Stroke Study PhD full and partial Scholarships
The South East Asia Community Observatory (SEACO) is a health and demographic surveillance site in Segamat, Johor, Malaysia, established in November 2011. SEACO has enrolled a population of about 38,000 people making up about 85% of the total resident population of the districts (baseline census in 2012). The population profile broadly reflects the national ethnic ratios of Malay, Chinese and Indian families with a little under 1,000 Jakun Orang Asli people. SEACO is primarily a community based research platform established to support longitudinal, multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary research. As such SEACO is expected to provide dynamic socio-demographic and health information based on annual updated enumeration and surveys of the populations of the 5 sub-districts (see www.seaco.asia).
The SEACO Stroke Study 

Expectations about recovery, survival, (in)capacity, self-identity, social participation and engagement are all profoundly influenced by cultural processes, shaping the experience of life after illness. In particular, recovery from stroke is a profoundly social experience. Following acute stages where care and rehabilitation takes place within the hospital or clinic, recovery occurs within the home environment with the support of family members. Research in this area has tended to focus on the physical aspects of recovery and has highlighted the importance of psychological and social aspects. More recent research exploring social factors has focussed on participation in the rehabilitation process and the ability of patients to engage in everyday activities. Research into stroke recovery has emphasised the first three months post-stroke where most functional gains are to be made. In this body of (existent) research, the focus is on rehabilitation care. In the Malaysian context, stroke patients are discharged prior to recovering physical function, with one third of patients receiving no formal rehabilitation, or, for those who do, receiving it after the crucial 48 hour period post-stroke. Responsibility for care generally falls to the individual and their family. The inadequacy of post-stroke care in terms of formal institutions and formal institutional structures that support families to take care of stroke patients means that families are ill-equipped to deal with post-stroke care and rehabilitation. At the same time, Allotey's prior and Warren's current research highlight the ongoing nature of recovery from stroke that extends well beyond the acute phase, often continuing for many years and fluctuating in line with other health events (including further stroke). 

The current study aims to examine people’s experiences of stroke in Segamat, Malaysia, and their adjustment to life afterwards. It will focus specifically on the informal provision of care and how this may be shaped by cultural factors, and what impact this has on recovery. It is hoped that by understanding how care is provided, that programs and policies can be put in place to achieve better health outcomes for stroke patients.
The investigators are Dr Narelle Warren, Prof Pascale Allotey, Prof Daniel Reidpath, Prof Lenore Manderson and Dr Cameron Duff
Applications are invited from researchers who are interested to join the research team to undertake a Masters in Biomedical Sciences or a PhD. There are 2 types of competitive awards available for applicants:

1. Fee waiver (partial scholarship) to cover the cost of the tuition for the duration of candidature. Candidates will need to obtain alternative sources of funding to cover stipends
2.  Full scholarship to cover the cost of tuition and a stipend of RM48,000 per year. 
These awards are highly competitive and eligibility is contingent on an offer from the Monash Institute for Graduate Research. See http://www.monash.edu.my/study/postgraduate-and-research/medicine-health-sciences/phd for PhD study. Please study the information on the Monash website. For further details contact Prof Pascale Allotey.
1 | Adapted from http://www.monash.edu.au/migr/assets/documents/2011-tuition-conditions.rtf
MUM Memo Reference CRM-1030

[image: image2.png][image: image3.jpg]73 MONASH University
= Jeffrey Cheah School of
Medicine and Health Sciences




