
ODIN Showcases Wastewater and Environmental Surveillance Work at WES 

Conference in Accra, Ghana, from the 14th to the 15th of April 2026. 

 

The ODIN project team was pleased to participate in the 2026 Wastewater and Environmental 

Surveillance (WES) meeting, held in Accra, Ghana, from April 14 to 15, with three project 

representatives (Dr Evodie NGELESI, Dr Eric Lyimo, and Ms Nana Akosua Osei Bonsu). 

The conference provided an important platform to share ODIN’s work in strengthening 

public health through wastewater and environmental surveillance in sub-Saharan Africa. 

During the meeting, the team presented three posters highlighting key messages from the 

project. 

The first poster, “Building Resilient Genomic Surveillance Systems in Africa through 

Environmental Monitoring and Capacity Building,” showed how environmental 

surveillance, genomics, and local capacity building can work together to provide a scalable 

and sustainable model for epidemic preparedness in Africa. 

The second poster, “Environmental and Wastewater Surveillance as a Tool to Strengthen 

Public Health in Sub-Saharan Africa,” highlighted the value of wastewater and 

environmental surveillance as a practical public health tool for early pathogen detection, 

antimicrobial resistance monitoring, and improved outbreak preparedness in resource-limited 

settings. 

The third poster, “Implementation of Wastewater and Environmental Monitoring for 

Public Health in Sub-Saharan Africa: The ODIN Project,” demonstrated how ODIN is 

translating environmental monitoring into a practical, harmonized, and sustainable 

surveillance system that can support public health action across the region. 

In addition, the ODIN team participated in the Wastewater Environmental Surveillance 

Costing Workshop, which introduced the WES Costing Tool and its role in estimating 

indicative costs for local laboratories and wider surveillance networks. The workshop 

provided useful insights into key cost drivers, laboratory and network design, and how 

costing evidence can support strategic planning and investment decisions. 

Overall, the conference was a valuable opportunity to exchange knowledge, strengthen 

collaboration, and further highlight the contribution of ODIN to One Health and public health 

surveillance in Africa. 

  



• Photo 1: ODIN team at the conference venue 

Caption: From left to right: Dr Eric Lyimo, Ms Nana Akosua Osei Bonsu, and Dr 

Evodie NGELESI at the Wastewater and Environmental Surveillance Conference in 

Accra, Ghana.  

 

 

  



• Photo 2: Poster presentation 

Caption: The ODIN team presenting project posters on environmental surveillance, 

genomics, and public health.  

 

  



• Photo 3: Focus group 

Caption: The ODIN team presenting the various pathogens that can be subject to 

wastewater and environmental surveillance in their countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• Photo 4: Costing workshop session 

Caption: Participation in the Wastewater Environmental Surveillance Costing 

Workshop.  

 

 

 


