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Management of tuberculosis in secure settings in 
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Landing pages
Guidance main  
text 

Appendix 5: Reception 

screening algorithm 

and outcomes 

Management of tuberculosis in 
secure settings in England 

Section 7: Main 

Content page of 

guidance

2 Public Health implications for the Public Health implications for the  new screening templates for TB

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/managing-tuberculosis-tb-in-prisons?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-single-page&utm_source=ae8ef501-af89-4739-954f-2384b5492ef1&utm_content=immediately#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/managing-tuberculosis-tb-in-prisons?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-single-page&utm_source=ae8ef501-af89-4739-954f-2384b5492ef1&utm_content=immediately#full-publication-update-history


Reception screening templates changes

➢ Two-stage verbal TB screening (replaces 

single reception) screening in the prisons; 

Reception Screening and Secondary 

Screening

➢ Immigration Removal Centers: Will have a two-stage 

verbal TB screening process

➢ Short-Term Holding Facilities: Will use only reception 

screening 

➢ Effective from the 17th November 2025

Table 1: TB verbal screening on arrival – summary 

Strengthened Screening in Prisons
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For TB Verbal Screening On Arrival 

Page 1 Page 1
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Secondary Screening

Page 2
Page 2

Reception Screening  



RECEPTION SCREENING – Page 1

5  Public Health implications for the Public Health implications for the  new screening templates for TB

THINK TB!



Changes at reception screening – Page 2

➢ Record whether the individual is 

currently on treatment to ensure 

continuity of care

➢ Gather more information on where they 

are being treated, when they started, 

and any other details regarding their 

treatment

Current Treatment

➢ When and where were they 

treated for TB

➢ Information on treatment 

completion 

➢ Personal history of TB (remains)

➢ Suspected TB

➢ At risk of TB

➢ Sputum examination,  

simple and confirmatory 

way to diagnose TB

➢ Alert HPT within 24 hours

➢ Included RECALL in both 
reception and secondary 
screen: Uncertain about 
symptomsPrevious TB Treatment / Treatment 

History

Screening outcomes

Follow-up Actions
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SECONDARY SCREENING – Page 1

THINK TB!
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Secondary Screening - Page 2

Tuberculosis Screening Templates in Prisons and other Places of Detention ; 24th June 20258

Screening Questions
➢ Whether born in a country of 

high and medium risk as 

defined by WHO – link provided 

to the WHO guidance; 

➢ Travel to one of these countries

➢ Whether they have been in 

contact with someone with TB

Screening outcomes

➢ Suspected TB

➢ At risk of TB

Follow-up Actions

➢ Sputum examination a very 

efficient, simple and 

confirmatory way to diagnose 

TB

➢ Contact HPT within 24 hours

➢ Included RECALL in 
both reception and 
secondary screen: 
Uncertain about 
symptoms



Thank you!



National Clinical 
Templates

Abbey James, HJIS Clinical Systems Trainer



Templates in SystmOne with TB content 

• Reception Screening

• SEAT Male (Secure Estate Assessment Tool)

• SEAT Female

• IRCAT – IRC (Immigration Removal Centres)

• IRCAT – STHF (Short-Term Holding Facilities)

• Secondary Screening

• SEAT Male

• SEAT Female

• IRCAT – IRC (Immigration Removal Centres)
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Technical Queries only
necsu.hjtraining@nhs.net



TB – Awareness raising materials for PPD 
settings.

Ian Palmer – National Health and Justice Team, UKHSA.



Background

• T&F Group formed at the request of the National H&J Health Protection Network. In response of 
increasing number of cases in prisons.

• Membership, 
• UKHSA 

• H&J Team, 
• TB Team
• Regional HP Teams 
• Comms

• NHS
• National H&J Team
• Regional Public Health  Leads

• HMPPS
• National Public Health Team
• Comms
• Health & Safety

• The T&F group concluded October 2025.
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Key Objectives

• To improve the awareness of the symptoms and risks associated with TB for 
those people in prisons and other places of detention (PPD’s) by producing a 
range of communication resources for both prisoners and staff, including 
Healthcare teams.

• To highlight the importance of treatment continuity post release.
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National Prison Radio TB Awareness campaign
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Prison radio campaign

• Commissioned National Radio Association (NRA) to run a three-month radio 
campaign. This included a series of adverts that are played regularly between 
the scheduled programmes. The campaign was extended by a further three 
months.

• The ads covered, Symptoms, Transmission Routes, Treatment and Myth 
busting

• A longer programme was recorded with interviews with a prison Healthcare 
Clinical Lead, a prison GP, a community TB Consultant and someone with lived 
experience of TB.

• The campaign ran from February to August 2024. An evaluation off its reach 
and effectiveness was carried out.

• A 5 month repeat campaign to run from November 2025 to March 2026
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Training webinars for staff
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Webinar

• Live webinar event held 26th June 2025

• 285 attendees including operational prison staff and healthcare staff

• Event covered the risks, symptoms, treatment and myths of TB.

• The attendees were asked for their feedback, 89% said that their 
understanding of TB had improved.

• A recording of the webinar is available via the WEPHREN website -Webinars 
and videos • WEPHREN
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https://wephren.tghn.org/resources/webinars-videos/
https://wephren.tghn.org/resources/webinars-videos/


Posters, Leaflets & other Resources
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• Developed a number of resources based on existing TB Toolkit graphics.

• Included A4 posters and visuals for TV screens.

• All available on the UKHSA Health & Justice Landing Page. Public health in 
prisons and secure settings - GOV.UK
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/public-health-in-prisons#infection-control-in-prisons-and-secure-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/public-health-in-prisons#infection-control-in-prisons-and-secure-settings
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Visuals for 16:9 screens
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Next steps
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• TB resources and communications will continue to be reviewed and updated

• A short staff training package is being developed

• Exploring opportunities to work with Wayout TV



Reception Screening Forms
Jessica Townsend
TB Nurse Specialist
National TB Unit



First Night Reception Screening Template

• Scenario Number 1 – ‘Matt’

• 28 year old male, white UK born, homeless with a known history of drug use. 

• Presents to first night screening with a cough for a long time, unsure of weight 
loss and feeling like his clothes are wet at night from sweating.  
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Tuberculosis Screening

Presentation title28

Yes 

Yes 

Yes

What are the red flags here for TB?



Tuberculosis Treatment
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Current TB Treatment
• Are you currently taking any TB treatment? – No
Previous Treatment
• Have you previously taken TB treatment? – Yes
• Which hospital did you attend for TB care? – not sure 

somewhere in London.
• How long did the treatment last? – about 4 – 5 months at 

the start of the year took the tablets on and off.
• Was this treatment interrupted or completed? – resident 

not sure if it was completed but felt better so stopped going 
to appointments and taking tablets.

Is this a case of incomplete treatment?

Are you concerned this could be active 

TB?



Outcome and Follow Up Actions.
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Outcome
Suspected Tuberculosis

Follow Up Actions
Sputum examination - AFB smear and culture 
Referral to GP - make sure the GP sees the 
individual 
CXR - as soon as possible
Referral to TB service – ask local TB service if they 
are aware of the individual and refer.
Isolate

What other action would you take? 
RECALL!



Follow Up Actions
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Secondary Screening Template 

• Scenario Number 2 – ‘Ayesha’

• 27 year old female, born in Pakistan, history of drug use but not currently using. 

• At the first night reception screening she answered yes to unexplained weight 
loss, night sweats and lethargy for several months. 

• She was recalled at 5 days for a secondary screen.
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Tuberculosis Screening and Outcomes
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Page 1 Secondary Screening Page 2 Secondary Screening



Secondary Screening Template
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Ayesha’s Symptoms 

• No cough

• Night sweats

• No fevers

• Yes unexplained weight loss 



Secondary Screening - Screening Questions 
Continued
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Screening Questions
Is the patient born in a high (>150 per 100K) or medium (>40 per 100K) prevalence 
country for TB?  Yes 
Have they spent more than 6 months visit or living in a high incidence country for TB? Yes 
Have you been in contact with someone with TB and which is the most recent year this 
contact took place? Yes in 2023 was living with a man who said he had TB in he took a lot 
of tablets.

TB profile

Q Is this Ayesha at risk of TB? And 
why?

https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/tb_profiles/?_inputs_&tab=%22charts%22&lan=%22EN%22


Screening Outcomes 
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Screening Outcomes
Suspected Tuberculosis

Follow-up Actions
•Standard CXR
•Referral to TB service
•Referral to GP

Q Would you take the same actions?
Additional Action RECALL
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