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P. 401 | Overview of global governance Problem Statement

Implementing global governance hinges on 
the language embedded in its treaties. 
Advocating for health requires informed 
engagement and strategic entry points in global 
debates and decision making bodies.

Health professionals need to understand the 
architecture of global environmental 
agreements if they wish to influence, change, or 
enhance them.



P. 501 | Overview of global governance Problem Statement



P. 6

Take home key messages
Overview of global governance01
● Environmental governance is health governance

● Speaking the same language

● Health science and environmental policy must 
interface

● Health actors are expert stakeholders

● National implementation is global implementation

● Health considerations must inform planning
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Multilateral Environmental Agreements
Overview of global governance01
Selected Multilateral Environmental Agreements 
and international bodies

International UN bodies

● UN Environment Programme

● UN Secretariat

● World Health Organisation

● International Fund for Agricultural Development

● Food and Agriculture Organisation of the UN

● World Food Programme

Agreements

● Convention on Biological Diversity

● Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES)

● Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystems Services (IPBES)

● World Health Assembly

● UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS)
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Multilateral Environmental Agreements
Overview of global governance01
Selected Multilateral Environmental Agreements 
and international bodies

International UN bodies

● UN Environment Programme

● UN Secretariat

● World Health Organisation

● International Fund for Agricultural Development

● Food and Agriculture Organisation of the UN

● World Food Programme

Agreements

● Convention on Biological Diversity

● Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES)

● Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystems Services (IPBES)

● World Health Assembly

● UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS)



P. 9

Multilateral Environmental Agreements
Overview of global governance01
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Multilateral Environmental Agreements
Overview of global governance01



Health Governance 
through an 
environmental lens

02



P. 12

How health engages with the environment
Health governance through an environmental lens02
World Health Organisation and World Health Assembly

Health more important than we think

● WHO is custodial agency for 33 SDGs targets (more than any other UN agency)

● Comparatively larger role in environmental issues as it is the main agency overseeing 
targets directly related to the environment (water, waste, energy, air pollution, 
infectious diseases, and malnutrition)

● Most representatives from MEAs and most environmental organisations do not 
participate in the work of the WHO through WHA
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Analysis of health in UN agreements
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18041664

Global environmental governance through a health lens03

https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18041664
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Analysis of health in UN agreements
Global environmental governance through a health lens03
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UNFCCC with a health lens
The UNFCCC05
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P. 1901 | Group Discussion Summary

Health provisions are entry points to global environmental regimes. A useful starting 
point for drawing on existing provisions in multilateral, bilateral, and regional 
environmental treaties is the Health and Environment Interplay Database.
 
Health participation should focus on informed engagement aimed at the heart of a 
debate and the decision-makers involved. Health ministers should attend MEA 
meetings, and environment ministers should participate in health meetings. There is a 
“benefit to health” for environmental actors attending WHA meetings.
 
Health data should inform national plans on health risks, impacts, outcomes, and 
equity across MEAs. At the same time, work under the IPCC and IPBES should inform 
planning in the health sector and ministries of health. The precautionary approach is 
important.
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Putting Health in Environmental Negotiations
Group Discussion/Breakout05
Reflections from Change Makers on their 
experience engaging with global 
environmental frameworks What were 
some of the challenges? What were some 
of the outcomes?

ACTIVITY GOALS

● In breakout groups take time to familiarise 
yourself with one or two of the global frameworks

● Talk through their relative objectives, ambitions, 
and what they seek to achieve based on your 
experience

● Develop a strategy for engaging with one or more 
of the frameworks. What are the entry points?

● What health messages will work best for each 
one? What are the synergies? Who are the other 
stakeholders that can participate?

● Feedback in plenary

Linkt to Xxxxx

CBD UNFCC CFS CITES IPBES

Strength

Weakness

Opportunity

Threat

On the Miro board add reflections on Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats for engaging with certain 
environmental frameworks
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