ALERRT Clinical Characterisation Protocol (CCP)
active knowledge exchange: sharing, use, and
re-use of scientific protocols
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Result

Engagement with the ALERRT network
[https://alerrt.tghn.org/] remains robust, boasting 7,038
registered members ( from 1 March 2018 — 25 June 2024)
registered members, and a wide user base spanning 171
countries. Access to these validated resources was
monitored, showing 4,057 page views for the ALERRT CCP
resources and 1,209 playbacks of the CCP videos.
Additionally, other sites used the SOPs and classroom training
to assist in rolling out the study effectively. Tailored support
was also established through a dedicated email account:

Background

The African coalition for Epidemic Research, Response

and Training (ALERRT), is a clinical research and response network
for epidemic infections in sub-Saharan Africa that aims to reduce
the public health and socio-economic impact of disease
outbreaks. With the onset of the global pandemic in 2020, this
agile network pivoted efforts to respond, implementing the
ALERRT COVID-19 Clinical Characterisation Protocol (CCP), with
key resources made open-access to support wider uptake.
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Figure 1. Training sessions conducted at various health centers on how to use the CCP
tools effectively with the participation of healthcare professionals and researchers
ecruited for the COVID-19 CCP study
CCP Video Tutorials

Method

The ALERRT COVID-19 CCP was
implemented in sites across Ghana,
Senegal, Cameroon, Uganda,

University of Yaoundé Site
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Overview and Introduction
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This short tutorial offers an overview
of the CCP study, outlining the aims
of the study, and key points to
consider for operationalising the

Tz arssbst with prepan g o appbcation 1o the boal cthics booed, a templabe vessionof the protocol is
availabhe b dorambead and afapt o rellect the Facbp rescuces and study s1ad svalable ot the sbe

Watch full screen here

MaIaW|, Ke nya and GU INeda. CO e Study Team Set-up ’ Sample Collection
1 is tutorial provi ; concept Note Clg?r:acrfce Sample M o t
resources were developed in e — T ol prodes s cverv —Sample | | Managemer
. . . . :“"";‘"” i ot o L L T LI T S TSI Cameroon
multiple languages including: i) a S S e ISARIC CCP | | Sample Processing
Teh“rmw” cal vk i i emEATE rccand vy 50 4 PARGEIE0E standands the CCP study team. F:'I.Lm M Data—Entry_
S CoRIMSIS ST Clearance Schedule

series of short video tutorials to
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support implementation of the CCP,
ii) a toolkit with step-wise guidance
for operationalising the protocol,
and iii) study profiles offering
detailed study documentation from
each of the sites.

Conclusion

In convening these core CCP tools, the clinical and laboratory
research preparedness and response network actively supported

This tutorial covers the basic ethical
prindples of human research and
reviews the informed consent taking
process, with particular emphasis for
recruiting vulnerable or special
populations.
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Figure 2: A series of short video tutorials were designed to
cover the overview, key steps and considerations for
implementation of the CCP study by research teams
globally
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Figure 3: Example of Cameroon Study Profile — Teams

provided open access to the SOPs and documentation
developed to support the CCP study at their sites
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broader uptake of the CCP study to regional and international
research teams thereby strengthening collaboration and
coordination in clinical research preparedness and response.
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Figure 4: Example of free tools on TGHN platform

ALERRT is part of the EDCTP2 Programme
supported by the European Union under grant
agreement RIA2016E-1612. ALERRT is also
supported by the United Kingdom National
Institute for Health Research.
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