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Network Spotlight: Environmental Public Health Network

Behavioural Science: E-learning

Farwell Ian Walker! 

Media Spotlight

As part of our ongoing offer of Behavioural Science training courses across the UKOTs, in December, Dr Dale
Weston and Riinu Pae presented at CARPHA’s second annual review and capacity building meeting of the
national non-communicable diseases (NCDs), nutrition, and mental health focal points network, entitled:
“Empowering Change: Surveillance Systems and Strategic Frameworks for NCD Prevention and Control”. This
event was hosted on 11-12 December 2023 in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago (though Dale and Riinu
attended virtually) and was attended by delegates from Caribbean nations and Territories. 

The presentation focused on developing and implementing behavioural interventions, with a particular focus on
pragmatic approaches that could be used in resource-limited contexts. In this session, the delegates were
encouraged to adopt a systematic approach to intervention development and implementation, make use of
community links and information they already had access to, and conduct rapid research and community
engagement if the “gold standard” insight gathering and co-production approaches were not feasible (e.g. by
doing radio phone-ins and seeking feedback informally).

This training is currently available on request from the Behavioural Science and Insights Unit alongside other
training focused on an introduction to behavioural science and an introduction to quantitative and qualitative
research methods. Furthermore, we are currently developing a comprehensive community engagement training
package, which we are co-producing with colleagues across the UKOTs through 1-hour workshops. If you would
like more information about any of the training, or to be part of these workshops, please contact:
dale.weston@ukhsa.gov.uk, riinu.pae@ukhsa.gov.uk, or virginia.bertelli@ukhsa.gov.uk.

Behavioural Science: E-learning

Network Spotlight: Environmental Public Health Network

The Environmental Public Health Network was launched in May 2023, with the purpose of providing a forum to share
knowledge and experience between territories, discuss and share challenges, good practice, guidance, policies and
legislation; as well as to support capability and capacity development, share information on resources, events,

The network, via the Task and Finish Groups has
progressed agreed activities on a self-assessment
risk awareness and capacity toolkit, e-learning, oil
spills, waste management a framework for good
practice in chemical risk management. 

The network is open to anyone and can be joined by
emailing lydia.izon-cooper@ukhsa.gov.uk. 

guidance, research and other relevant information. It
also serves as a forum to identify needs and take
action to address these, including through Task and
Finish Groups to deliver agreed outputs.
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Wishing Ian Walker all the best for his next chapter!

The time has come for Ian to embark on a new chapter in his professional journey. The UKOTs team want to
express our heartfelt farewell and extend our warmest wishes for success in his next job in a local public health
team in Barnsley, Yorkshire. Working alongside Ian has been a great experience for us all, and we have truly
valued the contributions he’s made to our team.

Ian’s dedication, expertise, and supportive nature have not only enriched our team but have also left an indelible
mark within the UKOTs themselves. Ian’s passion for improving mental health and chronic disease burden across
the UKOTs has been unsurpassed. His approachable, honest and candid manner has enabled many great,
trusted relationships to form with our UKOTs colleagues. Whilst we will miss his presence in the team, his
departure paves the way for exciting opportunities and adventures that lie ahead for him.

We hope you will join us in wishing Ian the best in his new job and all his future endeavour's. 
Thank you, farewell, and good luck, Ian!

The UK Overseas Territories (UKOTs) Programme has been ongoing since 2016 and is funded by the
Conflict, Security and Stability Fund (CSSF) through the Foreign Commonwealth and Development
Office (FCDO). UKHSA is the implementing partner with support from the Office for Health
Improvement and Disparities (OHID) at DHSC.
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