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The mission of the WFN is to foster quality 

neurology and brain health worldwide

World Federation of Neurology

The WFN has a Special 
consultative status at ECOSOC

Adapted from the slide by Prof. W.Grisold



WFN 124 Member societies

Courtesy Prof. Wolfgang Grisolod



Members

Courtesy Prof. Wolfgang Grisolod



Brain Health

• Brain Health is an emerging and growing concept that encompasses neural 

development, plasticity, functioning, and recovery across the life course.

• Good brain health is a state in which every individual can realize their own abilities 

and optimize their cognitive, emotional, psychological and behavioural functioning to 

cope with life situations

• Brain health conditions emerge throughout the life course and are characterized 

by disruptions in normal brain growth and/or brain functioning. They may manifest as 

neurodevelopmental and neurological conditions such as intellectual developmental 

disorders, autism spectrum disorders, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, dementia, 

cerebrovascular disease, headache, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, 

neuroinfections, brain tumors, traumatic injury.



World
Brain Day
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……. did not happen by chance, but came at the end of a long journey that
involved the hard and tireless work of many dedicated individuals around the globe



“It occurred to me that a partnership between the professional 

(ILAE), the public/patients (IBE), and the political (WHO) could 

be a very powerful one for addressing the needs of people with a 

common, universal, hidden, neglected, and stigmatised brain 

disorder.”

Prof. Edward H. Reynolds (ILAE President,1993–1997)

Prof. Shichuo Li (Chairman of the WHO EB, 1996–1997) 

Hanneke De Boer (IBE President, 1997–2001)

Leonid Prilipko (Director, Section on Neuroscience, 

Department of Mental Health, WHO 1996–2007)

Prof. Edward H. Reynolds 

Hanneke De Boer

“Often epilepsy is not called by its name. For instance, in 

Africa, it is called the “burns disease,” as a result of people 

falling into an open fire and not being helped for fear of their 

saliva contaminating others. For very similar reasons, in Asia it 

may be called “the drowning disease,” and in the western 

world, “the hidden disease.” 

Epilepsia, 2002

The ILAE/IBE/WHO Global Campaign against Epilepsy:                 

Bringing Epilepsy “Out of the Shadows”
• Announced at the ILAE European Congress (The Hague, The Netherlands) and the ILAE and IBE 

Asian and Oceanic Congresses (Seoul, South Korea) in September 1996

• Launched in Geneva on June 19, 1997, and in Dublin at the 22nd ILAE/IBE International Congress 

on July 3, 1997 



43 countries made strong statements in favor 
of the Resolution with commitments to step 

up actions against epilepsy

19 countries requested to be named as co-
sponsors of the Resolution

WHA Resolution  68.20

2015



• Highlighted  the immense burden of epilepsy. 

• It served as an opportunity for scaling up of Member States’ political commitment towards addressing the 

gaps in epilepsy care and moving forward with commitment to action from the hosting countries and those in 

attendance. 

• The need for  a Global Action Plan for Epilepsy was unanimously acknowledged 

Over 120 participants 

from 39 Member 

States across all 6 

WHO regions 

The application for the Side event, submitted by the Russian Federation, has been co-sponsored by 

Columbia, China, Croatia, Gyuana, Kazakhstan, Honduras, Mexico, Slovenia, Tunisia, Zambia. 

From the Non-State Actors, the ILAE, IBE and the WFN were official contributors

SIDE EVENT AT THE

72ND WORLD

HEALTH ASSEMBLY

22ND MAY 2019



WHO-ILAE-IBE Global Report on Epilepsy (2019)

1. Global Burden of epilepsy

2. Leadership and governance for 

epilepsy

3. Comprehensive care response to 

epilepsy

4. Access to antiseizure medicines 

5. The social response:  Misconceptions 

and stigma in epilepsy 

6. Prevention of epilepsy

7. Research on epilepsy

8. Way forward

• This is the first global report on epilepsy produced by WHO and key partners. It 

highlights the available evidence on the burden of epilepsy and the public 

health response required at global, regional and national levels. 

Dr Ren Minghui, WHO ADG

• It is time to highlight epilepsy as a public health imperative, to 

strongly encourage investment in reducing its burden, and to advocate 

for actions to address gaps in epilepsy knowledge, care and research 

Dr Dévora Kestel, Director of MH, WHO



✓ The  Decision was co-sponsored by 

37 Member States 

✓ Furthermore, support was expressed 

by over 80 countries

146th WHO Executive Board 

meeting

Epilepsy and other 

Neurological 

Disorders



Epilepsy and other Neurological Disorders: 
COLLABORATION



75 WHA: IGAP unanimously approved

• 116 countries and many Non-State Actors

spoke in favor

• Many Non-State Actors, including ILAE, WFN, IBE

• Excellent contribution of the WHO Secretariat/

Brain Health Unit  in preparation of the IGAP



ILAE, IBE and WFN statements at the 150 WHO EB and 75 WHA

ILAE                                            IBE                                       WFN 



The Intersectoral Global Action Plan for Epilepsy 
and other Neurological Disorders



The Intersectoral Global Action Plan for Epilepsy and 
Other Neurological Disorders

❖ Proposed actions for Member States
❖ Actions for the Secretariat: 
❖ Proposed actions for international 

and national partners 



The Intersectoral Global Action Plan for Epilepsy 
and other Neurological Disorders
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The Intersectoral Global Action Plan for Epilepsy 
and other Neurological Disorders

https://report.nih.gov/funding/categorical-spending#/

Courtesy: Aristea Galanopoulou 



The Intersectoral Global Action Plan for Epilepsy 
and other Neurological Disorders



2022
2031



Intersectoral Global Action Plan for epilepsy and other neurological disorders

2022-2031

IGAP 
Implementation:

a priority



• Educational programs

• Training Centers, Department 
visits

• JTFs, Congress bursaries

• Grants

• Educational Days

• Continuum

• Awards: T. Munsat

WFN: Education

Professor Theodore Leon Munsat, MD (1930-2013)
WFN Trustee, Chair of the Education Committee
Co-founder of Continuum

The mission of the WFN, as a UK registered charity, is to foster 
quality neurology and brain health worldwide, a goal we seek to 
achieve by promoting global neurological education and training, 
with the emphasis placed firmly on under-resourced parts of the 
world.



WFN: Education
The mission of the WFN, as a UK registered charity, is to 
foster quality neurology and brain health worldwide, a 
goal we seek to achieve by promoting global neurological 
education and training, with the emphasis placed firmly 
on under-resourced parts of the world.

https://wfneurology.org/education



Opportunities in Global Brain Health
with the World Federation of Neurology

Thank you for your kind attention





Do you know about IGAP

• No

• Yes, I heard about it

• Yes, we (my country//region)  are implementing IGAP



Do you know about WFN Educational programs?

• No

• Heard something

• Yes I ( my team) participated

• Plan to participate
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