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Background

World Health 
Organization Call for 

Proposals: October 2020

Address the ethics of 
preparedness, response and 
research in public health 
emergencies in general and 
specifically in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

a. Describe the current state of
research ethics governance and 
regulation, scientific collaboration

and community participation.

b. Develop a policy brief to advance the
formalisation, adoption and 

implementation of an ethical and regulatory
framework for health research with an
emphasis on public health emergencies

Objectives
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Qualitative participatory & collaborative research

Partners
meeting

Ethical
review

Participative 
events

Round-
table

Policy 
brief

DisseminationMapping 
exercise

Regional
webinar      

Coordination meetings

Documentary revciew and data anlysis

Jan - Mar 2021 
WHO
Guatemala
El Salvador
Honduras, Costa Rica
Panamá, DR



Methods



Methods

Figure 2. Number of participants by activity
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These countries are at different stages in 
developing governance structures and 

regulations for research ethics systems. 

Research ethics governance in Central 
America and the DR…



Countries with more established 
research ethics governance systems 

before COVID-19 were better
organised and prepared to respond. 



Weak 
implementation 

of CIOMS 
guideline 20 on 

research in 
disaster and 

disease outbreaks

Research 
implemented 

without
ethical review.

Lack of 
awareness of 

the importance 
of responsible 

conduct of 
research

Improvised 
procedures 
for ethics 

review

Research ethics and 
responsible

conduct of research
during COVID-19 in 

Central America 
and DR



Collaborative processes and 
practices for research and ethics 
review are almost non-existent.



Public and community 
engagement plans and activities 
linked to health research policy-

making are missing. 



Policy Brief Proposal
Governance and ethical regulation of health

research in Central America and the Dominican
Republic in the context of the COVID-19 

pandemic.



1. Promote the importance of health research as a 
response to emergencies, disasters, and disease 
outbreaks, recognizing that preparedness and 
effective responses in research ethics are 
required.

2. Implement ethical research principles as a key 
element to safeguard human dignity and the 
rights of participants and communities in 
scientific research. 



3. Adequate operational procedures for ethics review in 
response to emergencies and disease outbreaks.

4. Strengthen mechanisms for citizen participation and 
communication between community members, 
researchers, ethics committees and health authorities 
through deliberative spaces.

5. Increase the level of scientific collaboration and 
international cooperation in research ethics. 
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Thank you!

…This work will continue under TGHN 
LAC – WELLCOME TRUST.
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