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Who are we? What have we done so far? (i)
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Who are we? What have we done so far? (ii)
Open-acces training programmes on the integration of sex 

and gender considerations in research ethics 



The Global Health Network Conference 2022, University of Cape Town, South Africa

Who are we? What have we done so far? (iii)
Open-acces training programmes on the integration of sex 

and gender considerations in research ethics 

5



The Global Health Network Conference 2022, University of Cape Town, South Africa

Who are we? What have we done so far? (iv)
Open-acces training programmes on the integration of sex and gender 
considerations in research ethics: where are our participants based?



The Global Health Network Conference 2022, University of Cape Town, South Africa

Who are we? What have we done so far? (iv)
Open-acces training programmes on the integration of sex 

and gender considerations in research ethics: gender parity
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Who are we? What have we done so far? (v)

Do not 
routinely 
appraise 
sex and 
gender 
aspects 

Require 
further 
training on 
sex and 
gender in 
protocol 
design and 
evaluation

Need for 
capacity 
building in 
gender 
equality 
planning 
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Who are we? What have we done so far? (vi)

Mainstreaming gender-sensitive SOPs and evaluation tools: 
the case of Senegal & Guinea-Bissau  
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Who are we? What have we done so far? (vii)

Production of open access guidelines and tools for sex and gender in 
research ethics 
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Challenges?

● Changes in practice and policy can be a lengthy process due to bureaucracy and 

the dependency of NRECs on host institutions

● Resistance to gender mainstreaming - it is often conflated with the promotion of 

homosexuality and gender diversity, which are taboos in the project-specific regions

● Occasional rejection of the foreignness of gender mainstreaming and deeming it an 

‘imported concept’ 

● Gaps in knowledge between researchers and research evaluators on integrating 

sex and gender in research design 

● Difficulty engaging NREC presidents and directors in needs assessment research 

and institutional gender diagnoses
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Some recommendations 💪💪✊

● Advocacy for sex and gender in research

● Adoption of culturally-sensitive strategies for gender mainstreaming advocacy with an 

emphasis on African leadership

● Establish synergies and networking platforms between ethics committees and other 

research stakeholders for a more effective and harmonised implementation of gender 

mainstreaming

● Advocate for the autonomy and independence of NRECs 

● Closure of the gap between researchers and RECs through training and dissemination 

of knowledge about the best practices in research design 

● Reinforcement of IT and online tools in RECs to facilitate the submission & evaluation of 

protocols during health emergencies
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Thank you for your 
attention!
Contact:
www.bcawaethicsii.com
farahnabil@unizar.es
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