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In December 2021, the World Health Assembly agreed to establish an intergovernmental 
negotiating body (INB) to develop a WHO instrument to strengthen pandemic prevention, 
preparedness and response. Currently under development, the ‘pandemic treaty’ aims to 
protect and promote the well-being of all people and help to keep future generations safer 
from the impacts of pandemics. This webinar explores the ways in which such a treaty 
should ensure that the intrinsically ethical values and judgements which inform decisions 
about how pandemic priorities should be addressed at multinational, national, institutional 
and individual levels are identified, and appropriately addressed.  
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Prof. Ross Upshur, Head, Division of Clinical Public Health, Dalla Lana School of 
Public Health, University of Toronto, Canada 
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Alexandra Phelan, Assistant Professor, Center for Global Health Science and 
Security, Georgetown University, Washington, DC 

Calvin Ho, Associate Professor, Department of Law and Centre for Medical Ethics 
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Dr.Mohga Kamal-Yanni MPhil. MBE, Senior health policy advisor to UNAIDS and 
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The following questions will form the basis of the seminar’s panel discussion. Seminar 
attendees are invited to submit questions and comments in advance of the seminar when 
they register and during the live discussion. In reference to the proposed ‘pandemic treaty’: 

1. Which ethical considerations should be explicitly recognised?  
 
2. How should obligations to embed ethics into pandemic policies and responses be 

characterised and fulfilled, and by whom?  
 
3. How should inequities in capacities to address gaps and challenges in pandemic 

prevention, preparedness, response and recovery be addressed?  
 
4. What forms of leadership, governance and collective action are required to promote 

social justice in pandemics?  
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https://jcb.utoronto.ca/people/faculty-affiliates/ross-upshur/
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