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Students’ engagement brief

Students seen outside their school premises during school hours 

“Negative peer 
influence can 
cause school 
dropout” 

- Feola 



Background 

Adolescence (the period from 10 to 19 years) is a time of immense opportunity. Is also a time when some individuals start engaging in health-risk 

behaviors such as smoking, drinking alcohol and unsafe sexual practices1. Studies we conducted in Oyo state, Nigeria, revealed that these risky 

behaviors are more common among older adolescents who are not enrolled in senior secondary school2, 3. In Oyo state, more than half (53%) of 

adolescents who should be in senior secondary school are not in school; 4 even though education is currently free from primary to senior sec-

ondary school5. These adolescents who are out of school are exposed to the likelihood of engaging in unhealthy practices. 

What did we set out to do? 

Our team conducted a community engagement project to sensitize stakeholders (adolescents, teachers, private school owners and government) 

about the importance of senior secondary school enrollment 

How did we engage with our key audience? 

Teachers and secondary school students reviewed existing research data highlighting the role of senior secondary school enrollment in protecting 

against unhealthy habits 
 

Groups of teachers came together to draw maps of their immediate community and identified and discussed about issues within these communi-

ties that promote or hinder senior secondary school enrollment 
 

In and out-of-school adolescents took photographs of things and activities within their communities that promote or hinder senior secondary 
school enrollment, discussed their findings and came up with suggestions for improving senior secondary school retention. 
 

What can students do to promote senior secondary school retention? 

Students should: 

(i) focus on their studies and understand that completing secondary education is essential for their overall health and development and also 

reduces their chances of engaging in behaviors that damage their health 
(ii) discuss with counselors or other trusted adults when they have problems that can prevent them from staying in school 

(iii)refrain from setting up and joining groups that encourage truancy and initiation of risky behaviors 
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