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Report on the mission to Kilifi HDSS 
 Participants:  

- Rila RATOVOSON : in charge of Moramanga HDSS: Moramaga Health survey in Urban and 
Rural Areas in Madagascar: MHURAM, Epidemiology and Clinical Research unit, Institut 
Pasteur de Madagascar 

- Reziky MANGAHASIMBOLA : Data manager of the Epidemiology and Clinical Research unit, 
Institut Pasteur de Madagascar 

Period of the mission: April 8th – 20th, 2019 

Mission objective: to share experience and works with the KEMRI - Wellcome Trust on HDSS tools for 
public health  
 
Context: Mission proposed by Trudie Lang after the visit of the University of Oxford for a workshop 
on clinical research in July 2018. This activity is part of the ALERRT/EDCTP project – WP on capacity 
building. 
 
People met during the mission: 

- Anthony Scott: PI of Kilifi Health and Demographic Surveillance System 
- Amek Nyaguara: Head of Kilifi HDSS  
- Christopher Nyundo: Cartographer of Kilifi HDSS 
- Georges Mochamah: clinician in charge of Kilifi HDSS’s verbal autopsy   
- David Walumbe: Field Manager of Kilifi HDSS 
- Mark Otiende: Statistician of KHDSS 
- Community engagement platform / School engagment 
- Data manager and ICT developer 
- Data supervisors, field supervisors 
- Fieldworkers  

 
- Pediatrician at Pediatric ward 
- Clinician at Maternity ward  

 
Context: The Kilifi Health and Demographic Surveillance System (KHDSS) was established in 2000 by 
Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI), the Wellcome Trust and the University of Oxford. Data 
collected are: births, pregnancies, migration events and deaths. It is maintained by 3-monthly 
household visits. The study area was selected to capture the majority of patients admitted to Kilifi 
District Hospital.  
At the time of our mission, the population was enumerated 45 times, and the KHDSS team was 
preparing the 46th enumeration. The KHDSS has around 290,000 residents enumerated by 36 
fieldworkers. In addition, 20 other people in different well-defined professions are involved in the 
HDSS. 
 
Main points identified during the mission 

 KHDSS (surveillance platform = Epidemiology and Demography Department) is closely linked 
to other KEMRI platforms (Laboratory platform= Bioscience Department, Clinical platform = 
Clinical Research Department, Community engagement platform= Health Systems and 
Research Ethics Department)  

 The database of KHDSS is able to match of patients (maternity, pediatrics, adult wards) in 
Kilifi District Hospital to the population register in real time. 
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