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WHY- COMICS & STORYTELLING?

STORYTELLING:
Is easy to remember
Easy to understand
Emotional involvement

ANALOGIES & LANGUAGE
Likening concepts to the science
Finding the balance without throwing
people off
Without entrenching misconceptions
Descriptive language

COMICS:
A picture says a thousand words
Relatable
Provokes and challenges thoughts
Less intimidating

FLEXIBILITY
Character Development
Exploring and experimentations-
e.g. Superheroes




THE STORY?

A boy named Kitso receives a letter inviting him to participate in a genomics study
examining TB/HIV disease progression. As he grapples with the many unanswered
guestions in his mind and whether or not to participate, a group of GA superheroes arrive
to help him understand what biomedical research and genomics are all about.

Presented in 4 comic books:

1) History of heredity
2) Genes and DNA
3) The relatively new field of genomics & health

4) Processes (ethical) involved in genomics study enrolment




ANALOGIES

1. Deletion of the CCR5/ mutations

Likening the deletion of the CCR5 to a key and a door handle or a padlock
to demonstrate HIV virus infection

2. Inside of a cell

Likening the inside of a cell to a town, where organelles such as
mitochondria- (power plant), lysosomes -(waste factory), Nucleus-
(Library)

3. Sickle cell

Likening sickle cells to banana/ boomerang




NOW, WHAT IF I TOLD YOU
WE COWLD LOCK THE CD4
DOORWAY TO OUR PROTECTOR
CELLS AND KEEP HIV OUT?

YES, IS THE LOCK ON
THE CD4 DOOR, HIV USES A
KEY FOR THIS LOCK TO OPEN
THE CD4 DOOR, BUT IT TURNS
OUT THAT SOME PEOPLES'
GENES HAVE CAUSED THEM TO
PRODUCE A MUTATED CCRS
RECEPTOR, WHICH LEAVES HIV
WITHOUT A WAY TO UNLOCK
CD4. AND GUESS WHAT?

ARE RESISTANT TO HIV,

THAT'S RIGHT. HIV
NEVER EVEN MAKES
IT INTO THE CELL.
AND BECAUSE THEY
CANT ENTER THE
CELL, THEY CANT
MAKE THE PERSON
SICK.

P—
IS THAT POSSIBLE? }

WOW! I WISH EVERYBODY'S
GENES WOULD CREATE
MUTATED CCRS.
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I'VE HAD A BLAST, BUT

I'M ALMOST OUT OF TIME!




PAY ATTENTION

1. Terminology

2. Misconceptions

3. Ethics: e.g. coercion

4. Culture and societal values
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