
 
 
 

Introducing  
Global Health Trials -   
your online specialist 
professional network 

 
 
 

Part of: 

The Global Health Network.org 
supporting research through sharing methods and 
knowledge 
 



TRIALS ARE HARD WORK! 

Protocol Case record 
forms 

Data base 
Regulatory 

submissions QA 

Analysis 
and report 

Clinical conduct 

Labs etc. 



Who we are…. 

A free, open access 
collaborative programme to 
support clinical trials in 
developing countries.  

Est. May 2010  

  

The Aim…. 

To establish a mechanism for 
everyone working on clinical 
trials to have access to 
guidance, tools, resources, 
training – and each other 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Few trial steps, processes, methods or issues are truly 

specific to one disease 

 

There are initiatives providing clinical trial training but 

access can be problematic in resource-poor settings 

 

Need for more disease management trials to address local 

questions 

 

• Global Health Trials works by knowledge and methods 

sharing across disease areas, staff roles and geographic 

regions 

Why is this needed and how 
does it work? 

 



Features of Global Health Trials 

• Member Profile and Connect Together system  

• Discussion forums and blogs 

• Guidance articles, tools and resources 

• Regional faculties 

• E-learning 

• Professional membership scheme 

• Bookmarks, events and opportunities 

 

Why we think it is working 
• All regions, all staff roles – ALL DISEASE AREAS 

• Clear, clean and professional-looking space designed 

around the concept of encouraging a community 

• Neutral, democratic – not belonging or located in any 

one institution; modeled on the Cochrane Group 



Website statistics as of 24th January 2013 

>110 
developing 
countries 
visiting 
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Discussion 

Community Discussion 

Groups  







• Cross cutting ‘how-to’ skills training for all roles of 

staff, all disease areas and all regions 
 

• Simple concept of taking good face to face courses 

and adapting them into e-learning material 
 

• Sharing training material 
 

 

e-Learning Centre 

Our philosophy is quite simple…. 
 

  - Take these great training resources 
you have all developed and share 

them by creating e-learning courses! 



e-Learning Short Courses 

Innocent Mbuagbaw 



 

e-Seminars are available in 

both audio (MP3) and video 

(MP4) and are delivered by 

experienced clinical trial 

researchers  

 



5. CPD  as 
part of daily 

work 

4. 
Moderation 

3. Fill in  
other CPD 

Points 

2. Fill in Core 
Competencies 

1. Build CV  

Professional 
Membership 

Scheme 



The Professional Membership 
Scheme: 

• Creates awareness that this is a valid 

career path with wide opportunities 
 

• Provides feedback and recognition 
 

• Allows researchers to identify appropriate 

and targeted training opportunities 
 

• Audited and moderated (annual review) 

for quality and validity 
 

• Information very secure 
 

• Professional looking CV and training 

record. 
 

• Helps research study leaders and 

institutions support, manage and develop 

their staff 



 



 Recent Workshops 
 
• Abuja, Nigeria 
• Dar es Salaam, Tanzania (with six subsequent seminars) 
• Yaounde, Cameroon (heavily oversubscribed!) 
• Lilongwe and  Blantyre, Malawi (Global Research Nurses) 
• Cape Town! 

Upcoming workshops 
 
• Entebbe, Uganda (14th February) – 

collaboration with MUTHI 
• Lagos, Nigeria (March) – in 

collaboration with Global Research  
Nurses 

• India – Thiruvananthapuram, Erode, 
Bangalore (February - in collaboration 
with Global Research  Nurses) 

 







GlobalHealthTrials.org metrics September 2012 

Members 3252 

Visits 74,634 

Unique Visits 35,461 

Number of different developing countries of origin of visits  140 

Returning Visits % 53% 

Job roles of members 

Clinical Scientist Trial Coordinator Data Manager / IT

Development Doctor Epidemiologist

Ethics Funding/development bodies Lab

Medical Officer Nurse Pharmacology

Public Health Regulatroy Affairs/Governance Research Manager

Statistician

Professional Memberships  
Scheme members: 

170 

Most visits from LMIC 

Global Health Trials is engaging and 
supporting researchers 

E-Learning Courses Taken: 
 

2000+ 







• Site is being well-populated 
 

• Researchers are making use of the functionality to 
add pictures and documents 
 

• So far we have a wide range of types of site 
 

• Excellent feedback from sites 

SiteFinder Post-Launch 
Update 



Plans for future: on website 
Revamp of website - Front pages more news-like, add 
events diary 

 

Guidelines and resources 

- How to establish a research laboratory 

- Accreditation in laboratories 

- Basic statistics for clinical researchers 

- DSMBs 

 

Toolkits for specific tasks e.g. monitoring 

 

Webinars 



Plans for future: South Africa 
Continue meetings, workshops, events 

- Give local talks about GHT 

- Facilitate local workshops based on feedback of needs 

 

Develop other resources 

- South African-relevant (training opportunities, regulatory and 
ethical requirements etc.)  

- Grow training provider scheme 

- Help those who need advice to find it 

- Foster links within Southern Africa    

 

Please volunteer! 



 

• We could all help each other by sharing our successes 
 

• Solutions to most trial challenges can be applied globally 
 

• We need to increase access to training and knowledge 
 

• We need to be better at supporting ALL our trial staff 
 

   

Please register – please get involved! 

www.globalhealthtrials.org 
 

 

The Global Health Network is funded by The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

To summarise: 



THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU 

• Tamzin and GHT 

• Regional volunteers (Lesley, Havana and 
Cordelia) 

• Meeting volunteers (Rae, Shireen, Faikah and 
Jenny) 

• GSH and UCT facilities 

• Karen Barnes and Marc Blockman 

• BMGF 

 


